
BESTPRAC	WG	MEETING,	BUCHAREST,	ROMANIA	

FEBRUARY	8-9,	2018	

	

The	MC&WG	meetings	will	take	place	in	Bucharest,	Romania.	
	

Venue	details	
The	meeting	will	take	place	inside	UNIVERSITY	POLITEHNICA	OF	BUCHAREST	in	the	CENTRAL	LIBRARY	
BUILDING,	https://goo.gl/maps/PPF9Q8n4g1B2	

The	building	has	two	elevators,	one	in	the	right	and	the	other	in	the	left	immediately	after	entering	
inside	the	building,	from	the	ground	floor.	

The	meeting	rooms	are	on	the	second	floor,	rooms	2.1,	2.2,	2.3.	

	

Accommodation	
Bucharest	 is	on	high	demand	on	February	and	 I	 propose	you	 to	book	your	hotel	 immediately	 you	
decide	you	join	the	meeting.	

Below	is	a	list	of	recommended	hotels:	

	

*****	 HOTEL	 MARRIOTT	 –	 http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/buhro-jw-marriott-bucharest-
grand-hotel/		

*****	HOTEL	RADISSON	BLU	–	https://www.radissonblu.com/en/hotel-bucharest	

****	HOTEL	RAMADA	MAJESTIC	–	http://www.ramadamajestic.ro/	

***	HOTEL	 YESTERDAY	–	 special	 rates	 for	 BESTPRAC	MC&WG	meeting	 =	 41	 Euros/night	 including	
breakfast	–	ONLY	60	AVAILABLE	ROOMS	–	please	use	BESTPRAC	POLITEHNICA	code	while	booking	on	
their	website,	http://yesterday.ro/?Rezervare	

***	HOTEL	 AMBIANCE	 –	 special	 rates	 for	 BESTPRAC	MC&WG	meeting	 =	 48	 Euros/night	 including	
breakfast	–	ONLY	30	AVAILABLE	ROOMS	–	please	write	them	an	email	(	office@ambiance-hotel.ro	,	
rezervari@ambiance-hotel.ro		)	for	booking	and	use	BESTPRAC	POLITEHNICA,	do	not	use	booking	on	
their	website	because	is	more	expensive	,	http://ambiance-hotel.ro/en/contact-us/		

***	HOTEL	IBIS	PARLIAMENT	–		http://www.ibishotels.ro/hotel-ibis-bucuresti-palatul-parlamentului		

**	HOTEL	SIR	LUJERULUI	–	http://sirhotels.ro/lujerului/?lang=en#		

**	HOTEL	SIR	ORHIDEEA	–		http://www.hotelsirorhideea.ro/en/		

BEFORE	BOOKING	PLEASE	CHECK	SOME	REVIEWS	ON	DIFFERENT	WEBSITES!!!	



Travelling	to	and	inside	Bucharest		
You	can	travel	to	Bucharest	by	car,	by	train	or	by	plane.		

If	you	decide	to	travel	by	car	please	equip	your	car	with	winter	tires,	being	mandatory	 in	Romania	
during	the	cold	season	which	will	end	in	March-April.	Please	consider	that	mandatory	road	fees	have	
to	be	payed	immediately	after	crossing	the	border.	Romania	is	not	in	Schengen	yet	and	therefore	you	
need	your	ID	card	or	passport.	

If	you	decide	to	travel	by	train,	please	choose	sleeping	carriage.		

If	you	decide	to	travel	by	plane,	you	will	land	in	Bucharest	Henri	Coanda	International	airport,	that	is	
outside	Bucharest,	in	the	northern	side	of	the	town.		

From	airport	 to	your	accommodation	or	 to	 the	meeting	venue	you	can	choose	different	means	of	
transport:		

	

1-PUBLIC	TRANSPORT	

1.a.	the	express	airport	busses	(number	780	or	783)	–	please	see	here	their	routes	and	schedules	

http://www.ratb.ro/v_bus_expres.php	

http://www.ratb.ro/pdf_statii/780/780_50.pdf	

http://www.ratb.ro/pdf_statii/783/783_50.pdf		

The	tickets	can	be	bought	straight	from	the	airport,	from	the	ground	floor,	on	the	right	side	near	the	
exit.	You	will	receive	a	plastic	card	and	you	must	charge	it	with	at	least	7	lei	(means	the	value	for	the	
return	ticket	to	the	airport).	The	bus	tickets	are	available	also	on	trams	and	trolleys.		

By	using	one	of	the	two	express	busses,	you	will	have	to	change	it	with	another	buss	or	with	the	metro	
to	reach	the	destination.	

1.b.	the	metro	 lines	and	their	schedules	are	available	here:	http://www.metrorex.ro/map_p1345-2	
The	tickets	for	using	the	metro	are	different	to	the	busses	and	can	be	both	from	each	station,	after	
getting	down.	A	10	rides	tickets	cost	20	LEI	(http://www.metrorex.ro/travel_tickets_p1382-2	).			

2-CABS	

Please	be	aware	when	picking	up	a	taxi!!!	The	cost/km	is	different	from	1,39	lei/km	to	7	lei/km	OR	
MORE!	

Use	ONLY	the	yellow	machine	from	the	arrivals	to	ask	for	a	cab!			

3-TAXIFY	

All	of	you	are	using	smartphones	and	you	can	download	the	application	from	Google	Play	for	Android	
and	from	AppStore	for	iPhones.	More	details	can	be	found	here		https://taxify.eu/	.	

4-PRIVATE	SHUTTLE		

Under	discussion!	INFORMATION	WILL	FOLLOW!	

	



Two	examples	for	how	to	reach	the	meeting	venue	from	the	airport	are	here:		

buss&metro	---	https://goo.gl/maps/GYRYcWCZy8p	

cab&taxify	---	https://goo.gl/maps/g5W2QrGmRz62		

	

Reasons	to	visit	Bucharest		
Bucharest	is	the	cultural,	industrial,	and	financial	centre	of	Romania.	Known	for	its	wide,	tree-lined	
boulevards,	glorious	Belle	Époque	buildings	and	a	reputation	for	the	high	life	(which	in	the	1900s	
earned	its	nickname	of	"Little	Paris"),	Bucharest,	Romania's	largest	city	and	capital,	is	today	a	
bustling	metropolis.	
Please	visit:	http://romaniatourism.com/bucharest.html				
	
Romania	is	a	country	of	wonderful	places,	with	palaces,	castles,	and	monuments	of	art.	Romania	
represents	a	combination	of	natural	landscapes	and	rich	history.	Romania	has	a	most	varied	relief	
that	includes	the	Carpathians	mountains	as	well	as	the	Danube	Delta	and	the	Black	Sea.	The	
Carpathians	mountains	are	in	the	center	of	the	country,	bordered	on	both	sides	by	hills	and	plateaus	
and	finally	the	great	plains	of	the	outer	rim.	
Please	visit:	http://romaniatourism.com/	

	

Bucharest	is	the	capital	of	Romania	and	the	largest	city	of	Romania,	as	well	as	its	cultural,	industrial,	
and	financial	centre.		Bucharest	was	first	mentioned	in	documents	in	1459.	It	became	the	capital	of	
Romania	in	1862	and	is	the	centre	of	Romanian	media,	culture,	and	art.	 Its	architecture	is	a	mix	of	
historical	 (neo-classical),	 interbellum	 (Bauhaus	 and	 art	 deco),	 communist-era	 and	modern.	 In	 the	
period	between	the	two	World	Wars,	the	city's	elegant	architecture	and	the	sophistication	of	its	elite	
earned	Bucharest	the	nickname	of	"Little	Paris"	(Micul	Paris).	Although	buildings	and	districts	in	the	
historic	city	centre	were	heavily	damaged	or	destroyed	by	war,	earthquakes,	and	above	all	Nicolae	
Ceaușescu's	 program	 of	 systematization,	 many	 survived.	 In	 recent	 years,	 the	 city	 has	 been	
experiencing	 an	 economic	 and	 cultural	 boom.	 In	 2016,	 the	 historical	 city	 centre	 was	 listed	 as	
"endangered"	by	the	World	Monuments	Watch.	

	

What	to	visit?	

	

Palace	of	Parliament	

Built	by	Communist	Party	leader,	Nicolae	Ceausescu,	the	colossal	Palace	of	the	Parliament		(formerly	
known	as	 the	People’s	 Palace)	 is	 the	 second	 largest	 administrative	building	 in	 the	world	 after	 the	
Pentagon.	It	took	20,000	workers	and	700	architects	to	build	this	massive	structure.	The	palace	boasts	
12	 stories,	 1,100	 rooms,	 a	 100-m-long	 lobby	 and	 four	 underground	 levels,	 including	 an	 enormous	
nuclear	bunker.	When	construction	started	in	1984,	the	dictator	intended	it	to	be	the	headquarters	of	
his	government.	Today,	it	houses	the	Parliament	of	Romania	and	serves	as	an	international	conference	
center.	Built	and	furnished	exclusively	with	Romanian	materials,	the	building	reflects	the	work	of	the	
country’s	best	artisans.	A	guided	tour	takes	visitors	through	a	small	selection	of	dazzling	rooms,	huge	
halls	and	quarters	used	by	the	Senate	(when	not	in	session).	The	interior	is	a	luxurious	display	of	crystal	



chandeliers,	mosaics,	oak	paneling,	marble,	gold	leaf,	stained-glass	windows	and	floors	covered	in	rich	
carpets.	

Dimitrie	Gusti	National	Village	Museum	

Founded	by	Royal	Decree	in	1936,	and	covering	some	15	hectares	on	the	shores	of	Lake	Herastrau,	
the	Village	Museums	is	one	of	the	greatest	outdoor	museums	in	the	Balkans.	There	are	more	than	60	
original	houses,	farmsteads,	windmills,	watermills	and	churches	from	all	of	Romania’s	historic	regions:	
Transylvania,	Oltenia,	Dobrogea	and	Moldavia.	Every	exhibit	has	a	plaque	showing	exactly	where	in	
Romania	it	was	brought	from.	Some	even	now	have	recorded	commentary	in	four	languages	(if	the	
stickers	are	missing,	press	the	second	button	for	English).	Most	of	the	houses	date	from	the	mid	19th-
century,	but	there	are	some,	such	as	those	from	Berbesti,	in	the	heart	of	Romania	–	celebrated	for	
their	intricately	carved	entrances	–	which	date	from	as	early	as	1775.	The	highlight	of	the	museum	is	
probably	the	steep	belfry	of	the	wooden	Maramures	church,	complete	with	exquisite	but	faded	icons.	
You	should	also	not	miss	the	earth	houses	of	Straja,	dug	in	to	the	ground	and	topped	with	thatched	
roofs,	or	the	brightly	painted	dwellings	of	the	Danube	Delta.	The	museum	has	a	great	souvenir	shop,	
and	a	stall	selling	traditional	Romanian	sweets	and	cakes.	

The	Old	Court	Museum	

The	museum	of	 the	princely	old	 court,	organized	within	 the	yard	of	 the	oldest	medieval	palace	 in	
Bucharest,	holds	some	of	the	oldest	stories	of	Bucharest.	

Grigore	Antipa	National	Museum	of	Natural	History	

The	Museum	was	 established	 on	November	 3rd	 1834,	 at	 the	 initiative	 of	 the	 brother	 of	 the	 King	
Alexandru	Ghica,	 the	Great	 Count	Mihalache	Ghica,	who	 donated	 important	 collections,	 including	
Greek,	 Roman	 and	 Byzantine	 coins,	 rock	 and	 mineral,	 fossils,	 mollusk,	 fish,	 birds	 and	 mammals	
collections,	as	well	as	works	of	art.	“Grigore	Antipa”	National	Museum	of	Natural	History	is	one	of	the	
oldest	research	institutions	in	the	field	of	biodiversity	and	public	education.	It	is	in	the	same	time	one	
of	the	well	known	and	highly	appreciated	“databases”	due	to	the	Museum’s	collections,	some	of	them	
valuable	assets	of	the	worldwide	thesaurus.	The	present	headquarter	buildings	were	designed	and	
built	at	 the	 initiative	of	Grigore	Antipa,	director	of	 the	museum	between	1893	–	1944.	One	of	 the	
oldest	 museums	 in	 Bucharest,	 recently	 renovated.	 Inside	 the	 museum	 you	 will	 discover	 lots	 of	
dioramas	(Blak	See,	Cold	Artic	Sea,	Bioalpine	region	etc).	The	star	of	the	museum	is	a	skeleton	of	a	
Deinotherium	gigantissimum,	a	large	prehistoric	relative	of	modern-day	elephant.		

Sutu	Palace	Bucharest	History	Museum	

The	Sutu	Palace	is	one	of	the	oldest	aristocratic	buildings	in	Bucharest	and	one	of	the	very	few	edifices	
that	 remained	 unchanged	 in	 its	 150	 years	 of	 existence.	 It	 was	 erected	 between	 1833	 –	 1835	 by	
Cistache	Sutu	after	 the	design	of	Conrad	Schwink	and	Johann	Veit.	 	The	 interior	of	 the	palace	was	
projected	 in	1862	by	Karl	Storkc,	 reknown	sculptor	and	decoration	artist.	The	upstairs	makes	 itself	
noticed	through	the	access	stairs,	monumentally	split	in	2	arms,	the	perspective	upon	which	was	open	
by	setting	up	in	front	of	the	wall	facing	it	of	a	Murano	mirror.	Above	the	mirror	there	is	the	sculpted	
portrait	of	Irina	Sutu,	the	owner’s	wife.		It	was	a	private	residence	up	untill	the	20th	century.	The	Sutu	
Palace	becomes	the	new	host	of	the	Museum	of	the	municipality	of	Bucharest	 in	1956.	Renovated	
between	1956	and	1958,	the	palace	reopens	to	the	public	on	january	23rd,	1959.	Ever	since,	it	hosts	
exhibitions	 around	 the	 topic	 of	 Bucharest	 history,	 setting	 light	 upon	 an	 exceptional	 heritage	 that	
resulted	from	archeological	research,	donations	and	aquisitions	made	from	the	yearly	budget	of	the	
Municipality	City	Hall.	



“Amiral	Vasile	Urseanu”	Astronomical	Observatory	

It	 is	 the	only	astronomic	observatory	 in	our	capital	open	 to	 the	public	 since	1990,	by	 the	grace	of	
Admiral	V.	Urseanu	and	Victor	Anestin	–	scientist	and	astronomer.	The	Observatory	has	benefited,	
over	 the	 course	 of	 time,	 from	 the	 support	 of	 various	 institutions	 in	 the	 city.	 Today	 it	 can	 offer	
outstanding	 experiences:	 sun	 observations,	 both	 day	 and	 night	 time	 observations.	 Since	 2009	 it	
features	 a	 virtual	 presentation	 of	 the	 Cosmos	 “	 Journey	 through	 the	 Universe”.	 In	 2016	 the	
observatory	is	under	renovation	and	the	exhibitions	and	activities	of	the	museum	have	been	moved	
to	the	Filipescu-Cesianu	Memorial	House:	Calea	Victoriei,	nr.	151	

CHURCHES	

St.	 Elefterie	 Church	 (Romanian:	 Biserica	 Sfantul	 Elefterie)	 is	 a	 church	 near	 the	 Opera	 House	 in	
Bucharest,	 Romania.	 It	 is	 located	 at	 1	 Saint	 Elefterie	 Street	 and	 was	 designed	 by	 the	 architect	
Constantin	Iotzu.	This	is	the	new	Church,	as	there	is	an	older	church	by	the	same	name	nearby.	It	was	
named	after	the	Saint	Eleftherios.	The	new	church	is	36-meter	height,	it	is	one	of	the	largest	churches	
in	 the	 Romanian	 capital.	 The	 church	 marks	 the	 entrance	 to	 one	 of	 the	 most	 picturesque	
neighborhoods	of	Bucharest.	

Cretulescu	Church	is	the	Bucharest’s	most	lauded	church	is	Eastern	Orthodox	and	was	built	in	1722;	
its	bright	red	brick	façade	is	a	squashed	oval	and	it	is	topped	by	two	bulbous	towers.	Recently	restored	
after	being	damaged	during	the	anti-Soviet	uprising	in	1989,	the	exquisite	icons	and	neo-Byzantine	
frescoes	that	adorn	the	 interior	of	 the	church	are	mostly	 the	work	of	Gheorghe	Tattarescu;	dating	
from	1859,	they	cover	every	inch	of	the	walls.	

Patriarchal	Cathedral	

The	Romanian	Patriarchal	Cathedral	is	in	the	centre	of	the	square	on	the	hill.	The	other	buildings	are	
located	as	 follows:	 to	 the	west,	old	monastic	cells	 (chilii),	 later	 transformed	 into	 the	Patriarchate's	
offices;	 to	 the	 southeast,	 the	 Patriarchal	 Palace;	 to	 the	 east,	 the	 chapel	 (paraclis)	 and	 the	 former	
Chamber	of	Deputies;	to	the	north,	the	bell	tower.	Booths	line	the	slope	of	the	hill	and	religious	objects	
such	as	beeswax	candles,	prayer	books	and	icons	are	sold	there;	the	complex	is	guarded	by	Romanian	
Army	soldiers.	On	major	feast	days	such	as	Pascha,	dense	crowds	throng	the	hill,	a	practice	that	did	
not	 abate	even	under	 the	Communist	 regime.	 The	 cathedral,	 dedicated	 to	 Saints	Constantine	 and	
Helen,	was	built	between	1654	and	1658	by	Constantin	Șerban	and	his	wife	Bălașa,	and	consecrated	
under	Mihnea	III	in	1658.	Soon	afterwards,	the	church	became	Wallachia’s	metropolitan	cathedral.	In	
1925	the	Metropolitanate	was	elevated	to	the	rank	of	Patriarchate.	

	

Macca-Villacrosse	Passage	in	the	Old	Center	



	

	

AND	OTHERS…	

	

The	currency	 in	Romania	 is	 LEI.	Please	do	not	use	exchange	 in	airport,	 the	exchange	 rates	are	 the	
worst.	 It	 is	 better	 and	 safer	 to	 withdraw	 money	 from	 the	 ATM	 (the	 cash-machines	
http://www.bucharestairports.ro/en/services/bank-atm	 )	 from	 inside	 the	 airport	 and	 to	 pay	ONLY	
WITH	LEI.	I	suggest	you	withdraw	50	Euros	equivalent	in	Lei	(the	exchange	rate	today	is	1	Euro	=	4,65	
Lei).	

	

If	you	decide	to	travel	to	Bucharest	be	ready	to	face	winter	during	its	most	beautiful	time.	Hope	it	will	
snow	to	admire	both	the	parks	and	the	Dambovita	River	that	crosses	Bucharest	from	west	to	east.	

The	temperatures	in	February	can	be	around	-10	to	10	degrees	Celsius.	During	very	cold	winters	the	
temperatures	reached	also	-20	degrees	Celsius.		

	

	

	


